Baptism and Thanksgiving Services
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We’re delighted that you’re
thinking of baptism for your child at
St Giles. We strongly encourage
anybody to seek baptism at the
parish Church in which they reside
so if you live in Bramhope, you’ve
come to the right place!
Baptism is a sacrament to mark the
start of a Christian journey whereas
a Thanksgiving service is a way of
thanking God for the gift of a child .

What is the process?
A baptism or thanksgiving service at St Giles is held within the context of the
main Sunday service though we can arrange them at other times.

We normally start by visiting you in your own home and explaining the
difference of the two services to help you make an informed decision as to
whether baptism is specifically what you are wanting at this stage. As a Church
community we recognise that the baptism of a child is the start of a
demanding, lifelong responsibility for both parents and Godparents. It is also a
visible commitment to the ongoing life of our Church family.

What does it mean to be part of the Church family?
Attending Church once for a baptism is
not synonymous with being at the
heart of the Church family neither
does giving financially but not
attending Church. Being at the heart of
the Church family means, in real
terms, attending worship at least once
a month and getting involved. Being
part of any family means in the holistic
sense, a giving of ourselves. In the
Church context it would mean a giving
of our time and of our talents, and it includes giving financially.
If it is specifically baptism that you desire for your child, we will help to prepare
you and the Godparents for the baptism day and to support you as a family in
living the Christian life. If you desire a thanksgiving service you are no less part
of this Church community, yet it may be the preferred option if you feel that
baptism would require adherence to certain responsibilities or indeed to a
pattern of life that you may find difficult to give your full assent to.
Both a Baptism and a Thanksgiving in the Church of England are rooted in a
deep sense of gratitude to God for the birth and gift of a child. Each service has
within it the following
elements: the naming of a
child by the parents or main
carers, a recognition of the
vital role of Godparents and/
or sponsors in the bringing
up of children in a loving
family environment and
supportive wider
community, and a formal
blessing of the child.

Baptism Service
In baptism a person is admitted into full membership
of the Christian Church. Ever since the time of the
early Church baptism has been the sign and symbol of
such membership.
In the Gospels only adults are recorded as being
baptised. In the Book of Acts it is recorded that whole
households were baptised, recognising that the
Christian faith of older members of the family is often
passed down to succeeding generations.
Baptism is one of two sacraments in the Church of
England. The other is Holy Communion. Sacraments
are understood to be the outward and visible signs of
God at work in a person’s life in ways that we cannot
see. Baptism is the sacrament which marks the start
of the Christian journey, and Communion is what
sustains us on the same journey.
Those who wish to be baptised as adults believe that baptism symbolises the
start of their relationship with God, but a relationship that has already begun.
Those who desire baptism for their children similarly wish that their child’s
relationship with God will develop throughout life. The context in which it is felt
that this relationship with God will best develop is not in isolation from a
Church community but as part of the ongoing worshipping and prayerful life of
that Church community.

Service of Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child
A service of Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child has been designed for families
who want to mark the birth or gift of a child as a significant rite of passage
alongside others, like birthdays and anniversaries, and to do this as part of their
local Church community.

The service of Thanksgiving normally takes place within the context of the main
Christian act of worship with the Christian community gathered around,
symbolic of the Church’s own welcome and cherishing of children. The service
of Thanksgiving shares with a Baptism service the importance of welcome and
hospitality by the local Christian community.
We present gifts from the
Church within the Thanksgiving
service – a bible and a lit candle,
which symbolises the Christian
faith shining as a light in the
world. The minister taking the
service prays for the child and
also for the parents, and says a
formal blessing over the child.
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A service of Thanksgiving also
provides an opportunity to
celebrate all the support that the
wider family and friends of the
family give to making the home
within which a child develops a loving and secure environment. The family is
reminded that they belong in faith to a wider Church family, and is encouraged
to become part of this family, and to see baptism and confirmation as a
potential future steps.
The next step
Make arrangements with the vicar, Revd Tom Lusty and decide on a suitable
date with him.
We look forward to welcoming you!
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